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TOURNAMENT FORMAT

The 2009 QubicaAMF Bowling World Cup comprises a series of four stages of eliminations.   The centre is equipped with 52-lanes of QubicaAMF equipment  in two sections of 26 lanes.    In Stage 1 each block of 8 games will be split into two blocks with 4 games being bowled on lanes 1-26 and 4 games on lanes 27 – 52.
Stage 1 - Qualifying Round 

All bowlers in each division will roll 24 qualifying games over three days for a scratch total pinfall to decide the top 24 qualifiers to go forward to Stage 2.  Bowlers playing on odd numbered lanes will move to the left, bowlers playing on even numbered lanes will move to the right, after each game.  Men and women will each bowl in one squad 4 bowlers to a pair.    Any alterations to the above will be shown in the Bowling Schedule copies of which will be distributed to all bowlers. 
Pinfall will be carried into stage 2.

Stage 2 - Intermediate Round 

The Top 24 qualifiers in each division will bowl a further 8 games, single style, for a 32 game total scratch pinfall, to decide the top 8 qualifiers to go forward to Stage 3.     

Pinfall will be carried into stage 3

Stage 3 – Top 8 Bowlers (Quarter Finals Round Robin Matchplay)
The Top 8 bowlers in each division will bowl a further 7 games plus 1 position round (total 8 games), round robin matchplay with bonus points, for a 40 game total pinfall including bonus points, to decide the top 3 qualifiers to go forward to Stage 4.  Lane assignments for the position round will be decided at the end of game 7.
At the end of Stage 3 Pinfall will NOT be carried forward into Stage 4

Stage 4 - Semi and Final (Match Play) Matches.   

The semi and finals will be the best of two-of-three game matches.   Qualifier 2 versus qualifier 3.  The winner will go forward to play qualifier 1.  Pinfall will not be carried forward from game to game.    All matches will be played from scratch.

These matches will be played matchplay style, ie: player on the left lane bowls 1 frame, player on the right lane bowls 2 frames, each player will continue to bowl 2 frames.  The highest seed player will have the choice of starting lane.    
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TOURNAMENT RULES

The general playing and tournament rules of W.T.B.A. will govern this event, together with the following special rules:

1.
ELIGIBILITY

Each country eligible to participate may be represented by a maximum of one male and one female player.

2.
TIES

In the event of a tie of total pinfall during games 1 through 32, the player with the highest last game will take the higher position.

In the event of a tie for 24th place in Stage 1 and 8th place in Stage 2  and 3rd place in Stage 3 the following W.T.B.A. rule applies:

(a)
One-game roll-off or, if this results in a further tie then:
(b)
9th and 10th frame roll-off.

In the event of a tie during the Round Robin matches (Stage 3) the win bonus will be divided equally.
In the event of a tie during the semi and final knockout matches, a two-frame roll-off consisting of a 9th and 10th frame will be held to determine the winner.

3.
MANAGEMENT

The decision of the Tournament Director will be final on all matters, subject to appeal to the W.T.B.A.

4.
PROTESTS

All protests must be submitted in writing to the Tournament Director within 30 minutes of the game in which the infraction occurred.
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5.
PRIZES

QubicaAMF Bowling World Cup Champion – Replica Trophy + Host Award

Runner Up – Trophy

Semi-Final – Trophy

High Game – Trophy (In the event of a tie, the first high game will receive the trophy)

Sportsman and Woman – The Barry James Sportswoman and the Jacky Felsenstein Sportsman Trophies (voted by the bowlers)

Country Award  – The Bent Petersen Trophy (awarded to the highest combined placed Country in the tournament

6.
SCORING ERRORS

Scoring errors must be reported immediately to one of the lane marshals or a tournament official.  Errors must be corrected before the commencement of the next game.    Errors not rectified within the specified time will not be changed.

The score signed for on the official score-sheet is the score that will be accepted by the auditor.  If the computer score is less than the score signed for the computer score will be the official score used. 

In the case of lost scores due to computer failure during a game, then the game lost must be re-bowled.

7.
PACERS

In the event of an odd number of bowlers participating in the event, official pacers will be provided by the Organisers (Stage 1 only).

8.
PROVISIONAL BALL

A provisional ball must be rolled when a dispute over pinfall or a foul cannot be resolved quickly.  The provisional ball must be witnessed by a tournament official and the reason explained on the score-sheet.

9.
ILLEGAL PINFALL

Pins that are knocked down by anything other than a legally delivered ball, or the resulting pin action, must in all cases be respotted because such pinfall is not legal.  A standing pin which falls upon removing deadwood or which is knocked down by a pinspotter or mechanical pinspotting equipment shall not count and must be replaced on the pinspot inscribed on the pindeck where it originally stood before delivery of the ball.

10.
DEADWOOD

Pins which are knocked down by a fair ball and remain lying in the gutter or on one of the lanes, or which lean so as to touch the kickbacks or side partitions, are termed deadwood and are counted as pins down and must be removed before the next ball is bowled.


ADDITIONAL SPECIAL RULES

1.
Any bowler who does not fulfil the tournament schedule (which includes all official non-bowling functions and activities) may be reported to their National Bowling Association for disciplinary action, and may be barred from any further participation in the QubicaAMF Bowling World Cup.

2.
Any bowler who does not arrive at their scheduled bowling time in stages 1, 2 and 3 will forfeit the game for which they are late.  In the event of a bowler being late for the semi and final rounds, will forfeit the match.   

3.
If a bowler who has qualified for the semi finals is unable to participate or has been disqualified, the next highest placed bowler from Stage 3  will assume the third placed position.  Thereby, appropriate finalists will move up one place.

4.
There shall be no unreasonable delay in the progress of any game after a bowler’s being directed to proceed by the Tournament Director, and any such game shall be declared forfeited.

5.
During televised coverage of the semi and final round matches, the bowlers participating must bowl when instructed by the Floor Director and/or the Tournament Director.  Participants in the semi and final matches will have to follow special rules that apply for television.  These rules will be explained to all concerned at a special meeting prior to the finals.

6.
Any individual who, in the opinion of the Tournament Committee, is considered to be unfit to play at any time, may be disqualified from the tournament.

7.
Any individual whose conduct is considered to be derogatory to the best interests of the sport, both on and off the lanes, at any time during the entire tournament period, may be disqualified from the event.

8. There will be NO SMOKING in the Bowling Centre area, on the lanes or the concourse, during the tournament.
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9. No bowler will be permitted to TAKE ANY ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE DURING THE BOWLING SESSIONS, WHETHER ON THE LANES OR BEHIND THE BARRIERS, DURING A GAME.   However, non-alcoholic beverages are allowed, provided they are not consumed in the bowlers’ area and kept in a sealed container/bottle.

10.
Bowlers will be permitted a total of 8 minutes practice on their starting pair of lanes at the start of each squad during the first 3 Stages of the tournament.  All finalists in Stage 4 will be permitted practice on the finals pair, prior to their match.    All qualifiers for the semi and final matches in both divisions will be permitted practice on the finals pair subject to availability. 

11.
It is the responsibility of each bowler to ensure that the official score-sheet is fully completed and signed after each block of games. The auditors will not accept unsigned sheets and the games will not be added to their total scores.

12.
All bowling balls must conform to W.T.B.A. specifications for weight  and balances.   See new ruling attached.
13.
The winners of the 2009 Tournament must agree to stay in Malaysia  for one extra day at QubicaAMF’s expense for filming, photography and interviews, IF SO REQUESTED.
14.
All bowlers must register within 20 minutes prior to the scheduled starting time of each squad.

15. Advertising is permitted but must not conflict with QubicaAMF or its subsidiary companies and partners and must comply with the W.T.B.A. ruling on advertising:  “Advertisements may appear on the back of the uniform provided the size is not more than ½ of the size of the largest text on the player’s back and the advertisement does not conflict with the law of the country of the host federation and rules of the IOC”.

Any conflicting advertising must be removed or covered if requested by the Tournament Director.   Failure to comply may result in disqualification.   This applies to all stages of the tournament.
16. Finalists in both divisions in the Top 8, semi and final rounds will be required to wear special shirts provided by QubicaAMF as per the Bowlers’ Agreement Form.

17. Bowlers must be available for media requirements at all times.  Tournament leaders and/or block leaders must report to the media office for interviews on completion of games.

18. All bowlers are required to attend the presentation of certificates.  
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